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My Lorps,—I have now had upwards of thn ty six years’ expericnee 
of paliamentary life, and in that time Tl ave witnessed m ny per ods 
of great pohtical excitement, many of nation anvicty, and some 
even of national alaim and dang ; but it never oceu ec to me at 
any peiod to enter upon a Session of Parhament unda encum- 
stances of such vaned anxicty, a d almost unvaned gloom, as those 
which swround the meeting of tle Parhament which has been thus 
suddenly and unexpectedly called togetha. My Lords, upon 
most previous occasions there has been some onc gieat and over- 
whelming subject which has absorbed the whale attention and 
anxiety of Parhament. In 1825, and again in 1847, it was com- 
mercial—at various other pends, aguicultual distress, m 1829, 
the Roman Cathohe Rehef Bill, in 1830, and agai im 1848, the 
state of affans upon the Continent, and that rcvolutionny spit 
which in those yeais shook the thiones of Durore, but which in 
this country, in the former of them, took the safer and milder form 
of a change of Ministers, and of a measme infusing a considerable 
democratic element into the Leg slatuic, and m the second, thanks 
to om free constitutio1, biougut out m signal and glonous iehef 
the flim iechance of the country on its laws and institutions, In 
1841, the change of Government which took place when the late 
Su Robeit Peel succeeded to office , in 1816, the great change in 
the commeraal legislation of ths country which was effected by the 
repeal of the Coin Laws; mm the picvious yem, the overwhelming 
calamity of thé Insh fame. In almost every one of the penods 
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of cxute nent md amucty which T ean ae nanba the has bean 
sone single cise whch hs ionoe%o sc ud fixed npou itself the 
atoition of Pulameitanl tle country Bit naw, my Lords, we 
ave a compli ation of ry or uics, row we hive v vantety of 
amvct cs, suc] is J never w tnessed upon any previons oerision 
Wo have deep md ovawhcla ng comma i disticss and d starb- 
ance t home We have an Jadian cupre shiken to the very 
fowidations thioad = Jéis unda these encumstances that Pali 
nents cVicd togct'icr, and Lan dictctore nos sat riscd tat tle 
micater portion of Ifa M yesty’s Socech shoulc be devoted to these 
wo overwhelm, and erammtous stbyccts But before £ enter 
tpon the discussion of these subycets, let me say one word upon 
hat which my noble fiend who roved the Addicss has with gicat 
“clicity of cxpression called the only hippy put of IIc. Majesty’s 
3peect. Licter to thet very shout and simple part of the Speech, 
o that sm, ualy cut a d alnopt paragyaph im which we me 
Vormed that “The nations of Emo. me mm the enjoyment 
of the blessings of perec, Who nol rig secns lcely to distm»” 

must say that, looking to the stite of this country, I think it a 
nost fortunate cire i stanee that sueh a paragraph could be intio- 
luced at the picscut moment mt> the Spcech fiom the Thone, 
ut I must add, that L think this fiel might have been expected to 
rave culled forth some fulla expression of satisfaction on the part 
{ the Mmstus and of the Crown than is to be found in the 
unple annourecment of this paagiaph. My Lords, although I 
have the gicatest confidence m the 1csolution, m the vesouees, m 
the fir necss, aid inthe spit of this country, I do not hicsit ite to 
siy tat noth, could have tied that smit and U ose resomccs 8) 
deeply and al nost so fatally as af, to the cala mbes of commercial 
distiess at home, md a war of feafi magminde im India, which 
compels us to stran to the utmost our military resourecs, there 
had ucen added the stil further calanuty of a warm Lope, in 
which, almost of necessity, we should have taken part. Ilaving 
that fechug and itis no diseiccht to the country to adinit that, 
under such cueumstanees, om cna,ies wonld have been taxed to 
the utmost I think that Ter Majesty’s Government might, at all 
events, hive expressed then satisfaction that they wae relieved 
fiom such a calamity as an Emopean war, and that the counties 
of Hurope were enjoying th: blessings ¢f piofound peace. But, my 
Lords, the paagiaph, as st 1s worded, is not merely cold—it 
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almost bicathes a tence of dsippont at aid otf va 
Licithes the spat of the toble Vise tau the dot) Gove 
mont. It would Umost aoocar as aitwo cacda ty t ta 
theres no quaiclin Wwe cmuhiihe 11 tuhe pr ke) ie 
natioi of Tuope ae ib pow, whe motu, sees Thely t 
distm > ? My Lords, T bexse tia at he ob Viscou et th, 
cad of the Govuinnente nay dstubt cyoc of Lt pono ow 
dse em. But u Ho M josty’s Gove cat ae des iowe rnd 
tang the gicat blessing o perce oft cy vous ohe 
upon good terms with those nito swith who) weu tow aap ly 
ata nly, T thnk at would be wis to forbea ov prbhe oc toas 
fom tauntmg expressions with icgad to (© sippes | hituy 
habits of other countiics, and {om adopti, whe , ws wo v6 
told, we ae fiiendly with Wl 1 tone of delice 4,1 st ay 
Powu which might take advantige of 0 1 preset cifhcilucs and 
make war agamst us That tone as, I say, uinoitiy of ap ine 
muusta. Tt was a bayado who ly une Iced on oy the crcun 
stances, and could hive no cf . upon eny nati an tle word 
execpt to give pesonal oflence, wailcss, mdced, t wore te ve ut 
suspicion that such ui access uy blusta was pelosi? alts a 
Oidur ty COver alr unmet SCHSCO Woakucss, Bah dass tae ony 
patagiaph im which fowiga afhus weir the sl gh test degree 
adverted to. Rather had 1s it, my Lo ds, on my noble fue 1 
Lord Tigin— who is placed 11a posittor the aiost aac ois hit 
could be imagined, if wt wae «ct |so fh iiost uf tha fic 
affan in which he as cngacd sl ould fiad no me ton is docu 
ment ‘Lhus is the thid Qtcars Speech tha web we Ladin the 
course of one yea, andim that buch perod,u kes yaw ay fil 
rie, there have been discussio ig on suyects wl ca ded toe disso 
lution of Parhamint and the foumit on of the present Government 
discussions 11 which it was sud that the oom cf the Batish il g 
was mpuillcd that « sn gle moicnt’s hesttitios, ever go fea as 
to write home for orders before sigaal and summuy vengcr oe wis 
inflicted, was a discredit ind disgince Lo this couitry. Wal, how 
docs the matter now stand?) Tie is not a wad about G nam 
the Speech not @ syllible abont $1 J. Bowring md lusedimssi n 
to Canton nota Inutabout the sx nal chastisement to be visited 
upon the unhappy baba ms who, fom tl at tune to this, have bows 
laughing at the impotencc.of Eng and md her alleged acsolvc to 
Cxact separation for the msult ofleved to her flag, And yct the 
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period is not distant when we were told that the case ad nitted o 
no dehy, and when we were dinven, without the shghtst yr -para- 
tron inte Ubis absad contest, ui wluci we have done notli 1, but 
blockade the Canton iver, and place an nopediment m the wey of 
our own commace But do I complan of the conduct of Ha 
Majesty’s Goveinrient in suspend, the Chinese question in the 
midst of the great ensism Indin? Not m the teast 1 must, 
howerer, observe, that as far as the Government woe concerned, 
they were not aware that the Chincse force had been drvcited to 
Tada cue! seve ul weeks ater the cvent Irad taken ple ab 
mieayute was entuely owing to the icsolution of my noble and 
unfortunate {mend Lord Tim, who took at upon hunself to depart 
fiom lus instructions, aud assumed the gicat responsibility of the 
diversion of the force fiom the object for which it was specially 
equpped I th uk my nobl: fiicad descives every ercdit for hay ng 
taken upon hi aself th it csponsibil ty . bat Ici Mcjesty’s Mimstos 
bore no part of 1t, and are m no way enfatled to the ment of 
having ufforded that aud to om Indian Government, T recallcet thaé 
on the 40th of July, im aiswer to a quest on fiom aught hon. 
fiend of hme in anol ice place, as to whether a disdisischaty power 
was given to Loid Cannmg to divert the Chinese force, the right 
honourable genth:man the President of the Board of Control smd 
that no wetructions had been sent out to Lod Cannmg upon that 
subject, that he beheved a letter had been sent by that uoble Lod 
to Lod Dig n, for tre purpose of asecitaining whether he had any 
, objection to such a measure; bat that, as fu as the Government 
were concerned, they did not know whether the letter was recuved, 
and still less whether the sug, cstion it contained had heen adapted, 
But the only notice tuken im the Speceh fiom the Throne of the state 
of out fo eign iclationsis that which Ihave mentioned —T confess I 
should hke to hea, as we potstbly riay hear, fiom the Sceretary of 
State for Vormgn Affairs, that some grave questions m Uurope are 
makog svhsfactory progiess, thet the strpulations of the Ticaty af 
Pants, which have been long delayed, are on the point of berms cauicd 
into exceution, that the Poweis of Kuiope, upon whom the fate of 
Wallachia and Moldavia dcpends, aie at this moment agreed in 
thew pohey, and that there 1s some hope of seemg a speedy and 
satisfactory settlement of this matter. That there has been no 
actual settlement of it as yet 1s quite gla, otherwise my noble 
fuend would, I am suic, have been happy to intioduce it mto this 
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Speech. Having buefly noticed whit I thnk a ] ght mode «f 
treating that serious subject ——the genaal peace of Tiare Tp o 

ceced to the two most unpoit pt quest cas which oce oy the p 

eipal portion of the Speceh, The ncble Lord who seco ded the 
Addiess, who seems to be one of those happy spnits that m ca ly 
youth can diaw consolation fom whit fals to cheery ativcr uid 
more experienced minds like that of the roble Lord who preceded 
hm, says it 1s matter for conziatulation that Ind an af us were 
not m so serous a state as to render tt necess uy, on tha accouit, 
to call Pailument together, That 13 cortar yavery st, &b nd 
infimtesimal subjcet for congratulation But we are told that we 
aie summoned at this caly peiod suiply to pass a BL ct In 

demmnity for ler Majesty’s Goveaninert for the violation, m 1857, 
of the law of 1844, which it was found necess 1y, undu sn ln 
cneumstances, to violate m 1847. Only a shoit time p cv ors to 
the issue of the notree summomig us to mect | cie te day, an 
Oider in Council was pubhshed, prciog ung Parliament til the 
17th of December, and without the vsual intiniition that it wis 
then to mect for the despatch of business; md at T ughtly cor - 
stine the intentions of IIc1 May sty’s Governime it, at as t cin w sh 
that 20 busmess shoeld be tiansscted vy Parl... unt st tha ov. 

odinay Session, with the single cxecption of giving then a Bill of 
Indemnity My Lords, 1 do not mean to say that, undo the cu- 
cumstances, the Govanme it wue not justified in tekng the sp 
they did, or that thacfore they have 1 ot a lau cum to tle Act of 
Tudemaity which they seck, Bat, before vonouncing ry oon on 
whether or not they wore so justified, L sho tk like to haw fo 1 
themselves the giounds upon which they actcd, ud t ¢ pus 6 
whom they consulted picyiously to takii, that stp LT should | ce 
to hea that it was taken, not only on the sole a¢spons bi aly of 
Tle: Majesty’s Goyeinment, but with the coneuucnee and full con~ 
sent of the Governor and Duectors of the Bank of Tinglan. I 
should hike to know, m pomt of fact, whethu they recaved any 
appheation from the Bank of Lngland, calling upon the 5 to sus 
pend the existing Act, and also whether any suel apphent on came 
from any of the leading bankers and ¢> umcrcial firms of Londan 
I do not, I iepeat, wish to capicss ary opmon now upon the 
gencial question, I only wish to inumate that, m my judgment, 
before we giant an indemnjty, we ought to have a full explanation 
from Wer Majesty’s Ministers of the cucumstances which influ 
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enecd then pol ey, ard of the considerafion’s which induced them 
toth k that the couse which they we c vbout to omsue wis cal 
eulited tt oneet the dulical cou det which t ccorit y was at the 
tn cliboum, Vo yz ut, L beheve, with the Co nmitice which 
you Lordships apy otlted nv tle ycar 1848, that altheugh the Act 
of 1814 ]ad 10 shue 11 ews ng the edi ics to wl ch we ware 
tin, as we are now, subjcted, ye thet Act had a vay stiong 
and very important fluence m aggravataig the nionctuy difh- 
cultics when they once mose I axctcve the case to be this -that 
whiteva may be, inc her resocets, t ¢ mets or the cemenits of 
the Act of 1841, thure isno lonbt but thit when people see, by 
the puoheation of tic Bark rctins, that the Bink 1s approaching 
that Imit at which it would be necessary for them to contract thar 
enculation on wcourt of the diun of bullion all other bankers and 
all other co 11 ctaal fu ns foc it neecssay to take precautions for 
the pu pose of sccuimg ther selves aga ust the dai ger which they 
forest, and vegii te hoard quantitics of notes and coin, The result 
as, that ali ye pot io1 of the enculating medium of the country, 
whether m gold or 11 notes, ecases to be m active cnenlation; and 
although there 1s the same a uount issued by the Bank, thae 1s 
not the same 11) ev entation, 0 tic same actwity piven to the 
eunency ‘The consequence, thcrcfore, 1s, that 2 pame auscs which 
leads Lo a homadmg, wh ch still fuither dinumshes the active cucu 
lation , that di nmution imercases the pressme upon the Bank, and 
imposcs the necessity of futher restiiction Such restiretion 
aggravates the puuc, and thus pame and icstiction act and 1¢-aet 
on cach otha, u tl the countiy is bought, with abundance of 
money of all desuiptions, to the vege of bankiuptey and insol- 
veney. ‘Lhat, I bcheve, 1s a concet statement of the operation 
of the Act of 1814, aid of the way im which it works m_ times of 
ecoumacial pmic. Ifthat be so, then I thmk an Act that docs 
away for a tune with tiat icstiuction on the Bank bas a natuiil 
icndency to dim nish the pane, to encomage the powung forth of 
hiddcn stores of moncy ito active circulation, and thereby, asm 
1847, without any violation of the law, to enable the Bank to 1c 
sume the o1dinary covise of procecding, and icplenish its coffers 
with bullion Supposing, for the moment, that the restrictions of 
the Act of 1841 ate judicious under ordimay cucumstances, I 
think, when the state of things which J have desciibed. arises, 1 18 
absolutely necessary shat those restictions should not be en- 
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forced on the Benk. Ard this, I prestnie was tle inet ve 
which led Ha Maysty’s G sven wnt 1 1857, ws u 1817, to 
take on then own aspo ablity the nipotut step cf setts 
aside the provisions of an Act o’ Pulamat, But Ie me ask 
whether the concitions are the su ¢ m 1847 wthcy wo cin 1847¢ 
In the latte: yea the foragn ov da pe wae er uitly avon 
able ta us ballon wis iapilly flowing mto the Bak 
vaults, and thercfore, although at Jat trie t © ballon an the 
Bank had fillen bdow the t omt whel wo lem thon to 
give the icqmsite acconmmodaio wi hour vol g CC ace you 
there was the reassming ec icuunstarec tlt events wore 1 10g (58 
by which, ima short time, the eq ulibuimn would oe restored. Thac 
fore the suspension of the Act of 1844 was not actudly cared 
into effect m 1847 I believe it was the lit. Mi. Gmncy who 
stated before the Ccmmuttce whic 1 sat im 1848, “ What we wanted 
was not moncy, but to know thit we could lave moncy if we 
wanted 16.” The rcsult vpon that occanon was that the pame 
and hoarding cc ised at once. Bit or the prescat occasion, when 
Her Mayesty’s Mimstcis took ths step, bie foreign cvcha ges were 
sill unfavomable to us, the d uiof bilhoawnrs still continuing 1] 
will not decide whet! ci to that cause vone ts to oe altiouted the 
fact that the same stcp which im 1847 produc din icdiite relief 
has not been attardcad with the like hippy resulls, to the sam> 
extent, mm the year 1957 But to core to ano her put of he 
question. if it be the opm orof Ha Mayesty’s Ma ists (an 
fames of commercial difficulty end pressure the Act of 1814 his 
the effect, [ will rot sry of eet ng these dangercus symptoms, 
but of aggtavating them wen Crey do ccocur, Chet Lost Hor 
Majcsty’s Government to give upon this s byct vow vid cates 
gotical answer to this question, whetia when they bi ig forward 
then Bill of Indemnity they mtend to adhere to the Act of 18t4? 
Tecan perfectly understand the Goveiime t risking for a Bill of 
Inde unity for a vivlution of an Act wien they iccl w neeessmy 
to amend, bnt I do not understand then asking for the second 
time within ten yeris for an Act of Indem ity on account of tho 
*violation of an Act which, when a stam comes, 18 found to be 
unequal to bear it; and at the sam. time asking us to continue the 
pei nancnt operation of that vuy Act which they themselves have 
found it necessay to suspend. 4 say, if that Act be perfectly 
sound, but that at ceitain times and under c.atam eneumstances 
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it be necessary to dispense with the presse of its foo stimgent 
provisions, then that powcr should be contamed m the Act itself, 
Thae should be a relaxing and dispars ng power vested so ne+ 
whe e, and tlat powcr should be vested by the Act itself  T 
behcve that was the mtertion of tle Co nmuttce of 1848, which 
has been smd to have made many iccomn endations, but to hive 
proposed no Icg slaton, the daty of a Con rmuttec being, m my 
judgment, to make 1ecommendations. Tt was a most abl, pains- 
taking and-valtable Comnittee. It made a most usc ful Renort, 
but its recommendations 1ave becn con pletdy neglected. I hope 
the Govaamment will mike a hark and exphat stitumcnt upon 
that pomt, and I do tinst they will do so without proposmg any 
farther 1ference to Pulamentay GConm ttecs. We have had 
before us all the materials for om consideration ad nauseam — Taast 
year a most cxliaoid nary step was taken by [Ic Majesty’s Go- 
veinment In this Ilouse your Laidships did not think it neces- 
sary, with 1efercice Lo the 1cnewal of the Bank Charter Act, to 
appoint any Comn ittec; but m the otha Mouse the Cha ccllor 
of the Tachequer thought it was advisable to appomt a Committec, 
but at the same tine to tike away fiom that Cow mittee the shghtest 
utility of which it could be capable, exce rt the production of a 
vast blue book which no one would 1cad = ‘The Chancellor of the 
Eycheque protested, on behalf of the Goveinn ent, ser tadin, agar ist 
every possible altciation m the law which could be suggested, and 
declared that the Goynment was prepaicd to stand by the cust 
ng law. I think, unde these cneumstmees, we have tight to 
ask the Goveinment that thcy sl all take an open ard candid couse, 
without any futher inquiry or 1cfacnec to Comnntt cs, and tell 
us frankly and plamly—for they must have made np then minds 
—whethe , after all that his passed, they are still prepared to 
adhere to then position of last yea, and to mamtam 1iviolate and 
in its mteguity the Act of 1844? I male this rcasonable request 
without any desuwe—as I am sure there 1s no desire on this side 
of the IIouse to thiow any impediment m the way of, o1 to offer 
any vexatious opposition to, Tle: Majesty’s Goveinment. The 
Queen’s Speech then procecds to state that [ler Majesty has ob- 
served “ with gieat regict, that the distuibed state of commercial 
transactions m general has oceasioncd a d mmution of employment 
m the manufactming distucts, which she feared could not fail 
to be attended with much local disticss.”” I icgiet to say, my 
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Loids, bemg connceted with the rimmufactin ng dist ets myse , 
and I shall be borne out, T am sme, by otier vost Lords sim laily 
connected, thit this phiase in the Royal Speech bit fecbly depicts 
the amonut of difficulty and sufluinz which previls. [hope thit 
the good sense of the Speratives will pacscrve thom tram senseless 
and winecessmy outbicaks, but] d> assure the Gover ment {1 at 
not only the orratives, but the m inufictuicas, me at this moment 
placcd in cuen nstances of the ducpest pam mud difienly,  b have 
Jad to day 1 ictuin from Minchestar, which Las been published 
im the journals, fiom whch [find that Ucic me im that ¢ ty 233 
mills and other lage establishmen s, cnploying luge 1iisscs of 
mon under one roof, giving occupation in odinuy tines to 
45,891 operatives If it be remer bered that nany of those 
operatives aie maimed men, with wives and ehildicn dependent 
upon them, that number may be doubled, or pubaps ticbled, m 
order to anuye at a concct state: ent of the mdiyiduals whose 
Ivehhood depends dicetly upon the wolfe of thos. mannfac 
tuiing establish nents Of these 233 unlls, ony 73 me worlang 
full t me—the re namii, 160 utha workm, short timc, thice ot 
four days a-week, ot mc wholly closed. The number of opera- 
ty ain tose mills naw m fall wo k is 16,861, while those ni. 
tially or wholly unc uployed nunber 28,530 That as as far as 
Maneheste: alone 13 concancd; Int I beheve 1 could ining 
similar statements fiom J31:dfor 1, fom Preston, fiom Bry, fiom 
Maeelesficld, and otha plaws But that is vstate of things to 
which justico 1s not done by the pu igiaph iit ¢ Roy dU Spccea, 
which stales that “ di umutior of ¢ iploymcnt m the mannfac 
timing cistuets cannot fal to be attended wth nach tocol 
distress.” Tf under these creumstanecs, as Lo take tb (ey 
will, the opciatives have the goad senso ad judgment to 
abstam fiom conduct which cm do then no good, but must 
inflict upon them and then employe s 1 nmcnse miselief—if they 
maintain a peacctul and respeetiul demcanom wider the difhieult 
encumstances of the time, then LT say, all honour to them, to 
then good sense, and to ther loyalty Bat, my Loids, £ think 
the Government might have gone ‘ther, and told us the causes 
-—~ the real source of this disturbance of all commercial transactions, 
For years past we have heard continual laud tions of the enormous 
extension of ou commercial transactions, We have ben told that 
if we only ceased to chp the wings of commerce aid to leave at fice 
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as the winds cf heaven, th ae wou Lbc1o Init to om prosperity, 
T renenber sear i out dem vi “moon art newsprper Ae 
Pinus no longa ago toan lash Aol ov Muy, am which af was 
said, that to oocrk o the comniaes of Englrid wis only to repeat 
the ay of “1 osparity ! prospar y ! prospetty 77 Facicmber it 
was said int} it paper and 10 athe plices, over and over as un, that 
the magniiucc o ow cx o ts wes the stu st of ll poss ble tests of 
om commete it presoutty Tl we clso bud it sud agun ad 
aga, “Tike cue of 52 imports, and your exports will take care 
of themaclyes ” Now, in tart mo iths of 1595, our cxpoits an nnted 
to 78,087,314 Tratwas TM Gos 0 a OS Letaflatedaro ime 
of commere il brsimess, oué im *857, dung the same spree of 
timc-—ten months yom exports, thet wiva ying test of national 
prospenty, by whic) we uc to mcasme the hippmcss aid welfare of 
the manufact u ng con tunity, have mere ised to 106,000,0002., 
bung an inc case of 28,000,000 with two years ii the single 
item of cvpots Has there becn a concsponding mncicase in Ue 
happmess and comfort of the operatives, in the wealth of the manu- 
factuicis, m the well-bun, of all persons engaged 11 those branches ? 
We are told, that wath this mcic ising, amount of exports there has 
becn a constantly inercasing aid almost osernhclmimg amount of 
distiess Large as ou caports have been, yet they have not kept 
pace with out mports. In the eoutse of tice yeris our expor s 
have been 308,000,0007, while our amports have bccn no less th in 
468,000,000/, showing a balarce of 109,000,0002, 1g unst us im 
those three yeas Wal, we arc told, rf your re ports have excecded 
yom e\potts, you must have boon cdhivmg a very profitable ¢ adc, 
and tust have the adv intage of | wong about 169,000,000/ in yout 
pockets, But has the tiide beer so profit ble ts you seem ta 
imagine? Tat mc, in the fast plac, ask you whetha al you 
imports have been paid for? We hive, m the comse of the poet 
to which I herve referred, im conseqrence of the imcequality whier 
preva led between the an ount of owe Cy sorts and om imports, sent 
oat of the coaat.y somethieg ike 84,000,0002 on the shane of 
balhon, and of we happen at thas moment to he 1m a stnte of an- 
debtedness it 1s because, though the amount of oui eyparts has been 
so laige, yet our in ports, cncomtagcd as they have buen by the 
Legislatme, ae out of all proporhon te ow experts. Tf that b> 
not the cause of the commucial cistyess wlich now prevails, I 
should wish to know fiom Ter Maycsty’s Mamsturs to what, im tha’ 
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opimon, that disticss 1 to be athubutcd, ind writ itis wh eh has 
rendered necessaly the rnmed ito vitufacnee cfthe Licgislatu ¢ in 


aide te restore confidence to th. prhlc. Now, my Loids, £ 
mes. sao1s ian that to 


approreh another sabjee , ¢ od ore os 
which I have just advuted, oe 10), fo he ma,uiide of the 


danger connceted with wher LT should wee a not for the 
mila tel oly experience of the list fav nontis hardly dca tlt 
Tler Mayesty’s Miusters were cvcn yet suftee tly alive Th te 
Speech which has this diy bec eadtan the tren, Ha At esty 
is made “to deplore uh. severe suflaangs te wher tiny of ha 
subjeels m Inca have yecn csposed,” anc, while cxpicssing fet 
guict for “the cxvtensivs bucaver cits and smiow wit it tis 
caused,” 1s made to deelae that she has daived tic gicatest 
satisfaction fiom the dstingushcd sueceesscs which have attended 
the herore evertions of the compu tively s niall forces which have 
becn opposed to superior numbcis, without the aid of the powerful 
remforcemcnts desprtchcd f om tlis country to then assistance ” 
Now, my Lords, far be 16 190 ne to give utterance to a single 
word which could Jeul you to suppose that L thouglt I ghtly of 
those private sorrows and affhe tons which have cist a gloom oye 
so many heuthsm Dngland. ‘They have bcen decply and pa nin ly 
felt, end some of them have been aceon mn ed by cnen nstanis 
of which itis not even possible to speak — But, wile L feel that the 
expression of her sympathy with such sonows nd sre i afflictions 
cannat but tall gracefully front the liys of the Sovere gr, yet 1 
must express my stprise thre the advisers of {ter Majesty hive 
not thought proper to make some mention in the Roy Ud Message of 
that police ium aid (hit pubhe dinge by which the conatty 
was so latcly surrounded — fudividuds imiy suffar is many 
have done fiom an inundation, an cuthquice, or any otha 
calamity Men ac born to dic on the bittle-ficld as well as 
upon the bed of sickness Such events arc inaitcrs of constant 
oceunence, but the mutiny of you Tidian army as an event 
of a dhffaent order Tne whol uamework of yom eupne 
m that countiy has been indcly shake i—the pammence of 
Butish yule has been impailled— nay, for the moment, you 
empire has becn lost, and 1emams to be restored, yet the capression 
of the Sovereign’s icpict fx a public enlamuity so pital finds no 
place in the message fiom the Thone 1 should be sony, mdeed, 
my Lords, to suppose that the latter part of the paragraph in the 
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Royal Speceh, to which I have ust diawn yom attention, could 
have been witten by Ter M jesty herself, T should be sor y to 
think that Ter M jesty sl ould be ,, ulty of such [2 ghsh as 1s con- 
tamed 1 this most wgraccid prigraph Bu, my Lords, when I 
procecd to the ucy. paia,riph, m whch the Sovaragn gives utter- 
ance to her waim wppiobation “of the gallantry of the troops 
employed agamst the mutincets, then comage in action, then 
endiance wider prvation, fat suc, vid the effets of crate, the 
Ingh spnit and sclf devotion of the officcis, and the ab lity, skill, 
and pe severing energy of the commandus;” J sympathise most 
entucly with crery syllable of that pa agraph ; and as I an glad 
to k iow it has fall, 1 fiom the lips, so l am pioud to beliese.it has 
come fiom the heel, of the Sovereign. No words which T could 
use could do justice to the gallantiy, the perseverance, the im 
trepidity, the Herculean Jibours of that small but devoted band, to 
whose | ands the salve tion of ow Indian empuc 1 as been confided. 
Thcy have contended — suprised as they have been, and having but 
too much icason to fem that they were abandoned by thar coun- 
try not only agamst overwhelimog numbeis, but agamst the 
difficulties which the chinate of India presents at a penod of the 
year when al fo net experience world Icad us to ippose that all 
operations in the epen ficld im that country were impossible. ‘They 
were, moleover, scattucd heic and there, m s nal] bodier, through- 
ont a vast extent of hostile teritory, yet, under all these dis- 
advantages, they have stiugg cd, they have dued, and they have 
tutuaphed ma manner which reflects immortal honout upon them- 
selves, ad which, I tiust, will ult iatcly lead to the salvation of 
out Tudian cmpue Tor men who have doue such deeds, no praise 
can be too liga, no reward whier t grateful country can bestow too 
gieal, My Loics, Tam loth to single out cven an mdividual name 
fo. special mention fioi that bught thong to whom Ingland 
owes so much, lest, m doing so, I might secm to do m- 
Justice to sone gallant spuit who, placed m similar ci cun- 
stances, would have ecaincd for himsclf a similar unmoitality, 
But, my Loids, among the long hst of those who have not only 
fought, but fallen m then country’s cause, there ac names which, 
at such a time as this, il 18 not possible to pass ove: m silence 
—Bainaid, Lawrence, Nicholson, Neill, Banks, young Willoughby, 
the devoted Salkcld, the gal ant Mome—all these have died a 
soldiex’s death, and they have not ded m vain. The lame! with 
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which we would fam have eneneled thar brows must now be 
exchanged for a funeral wicath to lay upon thon cally graves, 
But, my Loids, among those who havc achieved such glouous 
explorts in Lidia there aie some still] ving, and f om the number, 
even at the isk of scomim, to take upon mysilf an mvidious task, 
I may be allowed to sclcet for espesial notice two na ncs that of 
General [fayclock and that of Coline] Gicatud Those two gal 

lant officers have, as yout Gordships are aware, perfor ned two won- 
detfal matches under the greatest difficultics Gieathed was a 
young officer 17 a sabordiaate situetor, and from the apees non of 
nulitay ab lity winch he and othas haye displiycd 1 draw the 
highest augury of the slall and talc vt which the young officas in 
the army will be found to exhubit w icnever the opportunity for the 
display of those qualities 1s afforded. Ot Gencral TLavclock at 1s 
needless to speak, Lis achievements are too well known to you 
Loidships and to the country to icquire any mention of inne. My 
Lords, General UWavelock and his gallant companions still live — at 
least, I aust they still hve —to 1cap the rewad of thew glouous 
deeds. I trust that they still exist, and that with tlat here 
ganison, whose sufferings they have altempied, and patally sue- 
ceeded, n icheving, they aie now enjoying some icpose fiom ther 
long period of labour and enduanec, I tinst that that noble band 
may yet suivive, and with them thar gallant Commande, on 
whom, 1 addition to the anxieties wl ich have so long picssed upor 
him as cluicf of that much cuduring g unison, have fallen the still 
deeper and dearer arxictics comectud with the position of a hus- 
band and a father. God giant, my Lords, that they nay still be 
safe; but [ must say that we shall look ferw ud to the miival of the 
next accounts from Lreknow with anstous, but trembling hope, Ow 
force there } as been left ina state of cxtieme perl, Tor some time 
the communications between diffuent portions of at have bein 
altogether hoken off They have beeu surrounded, and there ae 
no aieaas of comrunecstion betecen the portion «hich 13 at 
Alumbay ond the poition which is at Lucknow. Ticy aie not 
only separated, but they arc suioundcd by an overwhelming foice, 
and we learn thal one altempt to icheve them has unfoitunately 
failed Ido hope that that rclicf, w wnever it may anive for thon, 
may not be altogether too late, L{litharto India has been saved oy 
the galleutiy and by the perseverance of our military officers and 
soldie s. By then own stout hearts end stiong aims, and with 
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then own good swoids, hue they won the positions they now 
cecupy , and fo thom «lone, 1f Indir be preserved to us, 18 Its pro. 
scryat ou to be ase ibed My Lords, 1 say it m all since uly, I wish 
it woe dt my powcr to cxtard the sume mcecd of praise to those by 
whom they hac cen cmployed. Tunmg to that tope, T miy 
fast obsaiye that my noble {ued who moved the Add css m an- 
swol to the Royal Speech has daccated any attack bun g made 
upor the condict of the Govan Gencial of Tndia, or ary chuge 
being b ought agutst hy in conncaion with tie iceent procced- 
vgs ia thit comteyy Now, say roble fiend has advered to 
Loid Canning, F may state that of that nobleman I should be dis 
posed to speak wits all tenderness and all e nsideration, not only 
on account of the simceie ud 6 Iueh I catertain for hm person- 
ally, and the icspeet which I have for his talents, but also because 
he has been pliecd me cumstances of such unparalleled difficulty, 
that fhe has not been found to be in all points equal to his post, 
perhaps not onc man in ten thousand would have been able to cope 
with it with sneccss It was, I tt nk, about the close of 1856 that 
Lord Canning entucd upon the admimstiation of the affuis of our 
Indian empue, and it now appeais that long before he sct foot m 
that countiy nay, for months before that time — ecitam seciet 
negotiations had becn gomg on foi the pwpose of tampamg with 
the Bengal amy, My noble fiend the mover of the Addiess, 
adveiting to certam eneumstances which had taken place in his 
own cointiy, chow fion thei an argument to show that the 
Scpoys were influ wed by ecitain superstitions, and tat they 
bcheved the tm had atuved when ¢ te dommion of England might 
be shake 1 off. I beheve that supposition to be conect, I belicve 
that various prophecies aid old sayings were encrlated throughout 

’ India, the purport of wlich was tlat at the expn ition of a penod 
of 100 yeas of Biitish rule the Scpoys would be enabled to drive 
them from the couutiy and to regain thei ancicut supremacy. But 
if it be tiae, as my noble f..end says, that that bel.ef preva led 
genually thioughout India, and that the cneumstance was known, 
docs not that fact fuimish the stiongest possible additional 1eason 
why every precaution should be taken to prevent arising of the 
Sepoys, and why the Government, as well as cvcty officer aud civi- 
han throughout the land, should have then eyes wide awake to the 
shghtest symptom of meiptent disaffiction’ Now, the papers 
before us prove that no such precautions weie taken. G 
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Bord Poriman demed having ¢ ated that anything wag known 
to the Government as to the ex stence of disaffect on, for he had no 
mfomation on the subject, and only agucd from circumstances 
which had come to his own knowledze 1n reference to lis own put 
of the countly Tngland 

The Dal of Denny The pr ntcd pypcrs show that for two or 
thice ycats past old propheeirs have been cueulated among, the 
population of India, that the Bitish rule world come to an end 
100 years after 1 had begun to cxst, and as 1857 was the ccnto- 
nary of the battle of Plassey, this wus the per od fixed on ‘y the 
supeistitious among the population of India (who comyrise, L 
umaginc, no small jat of at), for eanying out the eonspn icy 
Now, what happened? Let us fook calmly and dehberatcly at the 
events which occunied =I wall make chaiges igamst no man ; but 
let us see whethet the authontics im Indie have been sufficiently 
alive at any time siice disiffection began to show itsclf to the 
danger which casted On the 231 of Janumy, 1857, Genual 
Ile sey reported the existence of great jealousy among the men at 
Dumdum on the subjcet of these gicised catiidges On the fol- 
lowmg day the Tclegtaph-Oflice at Bar ackpouw was bunt down, 
Several other ineendinry fics took ylacc, and of thet meendiary 
character there could be no doubt, because in some cases ligt ted 
muons were found in the thatch of the bungalows On the 8th of 
Tehnumy, Gencial Teunsey again icports to the Government thit 
the Scpoys aic bung tampered with Ile hal asecrt med that 
emissanies of the deposed King, of Oude and of the somdisand Kig 
of Delhi were endeasoun g to shate tic fudclity of the t oops 
Tle icports this on the 8th, On the 9th he puadat tho men, ex. 
phincd to the 1 the ¢ ceu iste tees co mectcd with the greased care 
tiidges, and had, as h. hoped, undece vod their 1 inds for the tine; 
but he writes to the Government on the 717 h. “We have at Bu- 
rackpote heen, du cling upon am 10 icady for cxplosion” At the 
sare time Le 1epoits the emstence of forn-ddle sywpto us of 
mutiny m the 34th Roguncut Agam, on the 21th of Ucbruary, 
the 19th Infantry at Berhunpoe woe visited by the 84th, and 
two days aftewards they bioke out 11to open mutiny, to such an 

» extent that Coloncl Mitchell (whether discicetly o1 not I will not 
stay to inquire), doubtial of Ins own foreo, felt himself compelled 
to temporisc with these men, and consented lo move away the 


atillay and cavalry mached aganst them, if they would rctuin to 
B 
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then duty. This outheak seems m the fist mstance iather to 
have alarmed the Goyenment of Caleutta, aud on the 6th of March 
they sent off to Rangoon for the Slth Regiment, which arayed on 
the 20th. ‘Throughout the whole of this pcuod, fiom the begin. 
ning of Tobiuary fo the 20th of March, no single stey, as fin aa I 
can find, was taken on’ the pat of the Goveinn ent, citha to dis 
abuse the minds of the Scpoys on the subject of these greased car- 
tridges, o1 to ascertun then probable intentions aud the cvtent of 
the disaffection prevailing among them, No additional piceantions 
weie taken, and ding the whole of that time the Goycinment 
never cheamed of the gioss fully of leaymg the rmportant city of 
Delhi, with its steres of ammunition and artillery, without one 
single Emopean soldiaa in st, and guarded by native troops alone, 
although then they had notice fiom one of thu most mtelliga t 
officers that foreign ennssaiies weie at wok, I hope yom Lod 
ships will excuse mg for entering into these details ; but T want to 
show that we have cason for saying that the Indian Govanment 
dud not cxert themselves emly enough to put a stop to these in- 
expient symptoms. On the 28th of Vebiumy bioke out the mutiny 
of the d4th An officer im fiont of his ianks was cut down by a 
Sepoy half-maddened by dank Tins man kept walking back~ 
wards and forwaids before the 1anks, no one attempting to mest 
him, until the news was brought to General Icatsey. General 
Tlemscy felt that there was not a single moment to be lost Ife 
mounted Ins hoise, rode to the spot, ordered the guard to *cizo the 
Scpoy, the guard heatated and refused What did General 
Uemsey do? Tenpousc? No Take a tiue-hemted Burtish 
office: and gentleman he rode m at the man binmself; with is 
own hand he seized him and diagged lam fiom before the ranks ; 
whereupon the mai attempted to shoot him, but stumbling, ine 
flected a wound upon himself, and was handed ovcr mto custody 
by the Geneial Inmsclf. In this he was supported hy a sinel 
native non-commissioned office, This offlea, Gencial Iearscy 
took on limeelf the responsitulty of promotmg on the spot; and m 
lus report to Government asked that the names of two officers, whom 
he mentioned, nught be mseited in general orders, What was the 
reply to his letter? Certamly he icecived thanks for whit he had 
done; these could not be withheld; but he actually got a repu- 
mand for havmg taken upon hi nsclf to. promote the Sepey without 
ieference to the anthouitics at Calcutta, who also iefuscd to mseit 
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m general orders the names of the officers he had sceommended 
for that honom. What followed ? The Government sccmed to 
have taken comage fiom the conduct of General Ucemscy. The 
19th Regiment having, on the 27th of Cobiuuy, broken mo opin 
matmy, the Government on the 30t) of March, — hve weeks 
aftaryards,—dcetermincil to mftict 1 sgnal pumshment. ‘Chey 
accord ugly assembled the reguicnt; and whit was the sig al 
punishment ? ‘The only pcralty for an act of the grosscst 
mutiny was, that they wei paid then wages end disbanded { 
At that very moment the emessaties of the Gout of Oude Ica 
promised them mercased pry, yet the Gove nmunt meray give he 
men what is due to them and disband them, and conecic that that 
1s a pumshment which will put an eid to the mutiny for the 
futme Tt was an act of riadness When that general oda 
reached Sn II, Tawtence at Luck ow, he felt so strongly its 
impohey and the encomagement at yoild give to the d saffceted, 
that he icfused to icadat. All this tme the 34th Re,iment, « 
soldic: of which had shot lus ofhcer-~an act n which the whole 
regiment had passively shud, some of the me uso having ac- 
tually struck two Kmopcan officers with the butts of thon muskcta, 
way gt ]] sapnased by the Grave ment, nity 1 and ty, to he pee 
fectly faithful and trustworthy, and they permitted it to do duty 
to the end of Apul. Nay, such was thet miatuation t} it they 
actually meditated, and the onda, I helicve, was assucd, the scucing, 
hack the 84th to Rangooa, leaving themselves wider tx sale pro- 
tection of native troops. Soteratey for them ther broke out, 
o woud have broken o1t but fy the energy and forest of Su 
TL. Tawienee, the nutuy al Tmcknow Sa TL. Lamience, like 
General Itemscy, was equal to the oceision, Ife antiipated the 
mutineers, suuounded them with cn imposmg force, excited a 
pame among them m the nudst of then tacisonable conspi iy, 
and although jus force was composed im en great part of men 
ticasona ly inchued he completely oycipowercd and oveiawed them 
But not one of the men wito knocked down then officers with the 
butt onds of them muskets was brought to pumshment Phe + th 
were simply disbandcd, and scut to swell the ranks of the mut. 
neers. I ask whether m the whole couse of these proccedings 
Lod Cannmg’s advisers and Lod Cannmg must to a great 
degice have been im the hands of lus idsisers—cxhilnted forcsight, 
vigow, or any of those qualifications which it 13 most nupoitant 
Be 
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should be shown by men who are to conduct the Government of 
India at such a mcment? I come then to Ie. Majesty's Govern- 
ment at home, and I must confess 1 do not thmk they have ex. 
Inbited much mote foresight, pomptitude, or vigilance, than then 
colleagues in India = ‘They rcfused fiom first to last to belicve m 
the serious chmacier of the mutmy. My noble fied the ul 
of Lilenboiough, whose knowledge of India and the dcep interest 
he has taken m us welfac quikfy him hetter than any mm to 
speak on this subject, and who appears throughout to have had 
an intuitive perception ol what was gomg to be Conc and what 
ought to be done, never ceased dutmg the whol. couse 
of the Iasi Scssion to picss upon the Ministay the necessity of 
taking the carhest and the most prompt and vigorous measures for 
repressing that which he represented as a dangerous conspuacy, 
But my noble fiend was the Cassandra of the ouse, Ils pro- 
phecies were disicgaded, and that disiegad has cost many a 
valuable Biitish life, and hes well-nigh lost India On the 19th 
of May Lord Elienborough called the attention of the Government 
to the subject, and uged the necessity of umediate 1cinforcements, 
Ile was told by Lord Panmure that the mtelhgence was not stich 
as to create any appichension for the safety of India, but that as 
the Chinese expedition would comprise fom icgiments which would 
otherwise have gone to India, four other regiments would be 
oidered to proceed to that country im the couse of the noxt five 
weeks, and that if (of which, however, he had not the least appic- 
hension) affans in India should be serious, the regiments which 
they were imtende1 to icheve might be delamed thac. On the 
Oth of June my noble fiend again called attention to the state of 
Indha, and especial y to the rchgious aspect of the question, which 
has been 1efer1ed to by my noble fiend opposite, and upon which 
I shall have to say a few woids On the 11th of June the Pie- 
sident of the Bomd of Control (Mi Vernon Smith) expressed Ins 
hope thet no alum would be felt vy the pubhe with segaid to 
Indian affairs, and stated that, owing to the pompttude and vigour 
displayed by the authoutics in India, the disaffection which had 
existed among the troops m that country had becn suppressed, and 
that any future mamfestation of such a feeling would be met by 
similar decisive measmes, On the 28d of June Ma. V. Snuth 
stated that the 19th Regiment of Natiye Infantry had heen dis- 
banded, but that it was not the mtention of the Government to 
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disband any other 1egiments unless (which he had no icason to 
suppose) any should manifest a simula mutinous disposition, Well, 
my Lords, on the 29th of June, my noble fuend, after intelle 
gence had been received of the calamittes which had oeemied m 
India, again pressed upon the Government the necessity of sending 
out with the némost speed other and lmger 1emforcements to the 
amy, and he suggested, as 1t would be necessmy to despatch all 
our available mihtary force m this country to India, that their place 
should be supplied by the immediat: embodiment of the militia 
You Loidships will probaly recollect with what cool indf- 
ference these suggestions woe iecaved, Theo noble President of 
the Council assumed us that the disaffiction was nol so extensiye 
as was supposed; that the native pimces were most cordially co- 
operating with the Birtish authorities, that Lord Canning ex- 
pected that General Anson would shortly be before Delhi; that 
fow more icgiments had been ordered out; and that the calling 
out of the mihtia would appear to mdicate difficulties, and would 
lower this country im the eyes of the wold Yom Lordships 
may remember that an Order m Council had been issued on the 
25th of Junc, duecting that the militia should not be called out; 
and on the 16th of July Loid Palmeiston, beng asked whetha, 
under the altcied circumstances, md consideiing the state of 
affans in India, the Government would not revoke that oda, 
replied, “ Oh, no; the Indian affair is a mere nothing ; 14 does not 
im the slightest degice alte: the views of the Govenment, and 
the mihtia will not be called ont” With a very short time 
aflawads, however, the suggestions of my noble inend wae 
partially adopted and I cannot help thinking that then, as on 
some forma occasions, 14 would have, been as woll had they been 
adopted a little sooner, If the remforcementy which were whe 
mately scnt ont had been despitched—as iny noble fuend wged 
that they should be—in the month o June, and if thoy had. been 
sent by the shortest row, I ventine to sey thay not one-venth of 
the disasters and difficultacs which have oecmucd would have been 
experienced by those gallant mou who were wnnccessmily left to 
struggle on without sufficient support, and fiom whom I have scen 
letters expressing the bitteiness of thein heats at the delay of 
suecou, although thei spirits and ene gies 1cmained unconquaed 
and mdomntable. On the 29th of June the Picsident of the Boud 
of Control dchvered o speech, which showed such an utter and 
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hopeless ignorance of the whole question with wluch he had to 
deul, and cf the aii jemonts of his depat nat, as L not only 
nyu saw equalled, but, as J beheye, ucver could be cquillcd, stall, 
after all the dsastious imtell gonee icecived by the Govanment, 
treat ng, the con ition of India as ton itt of no yncssing rn. 
porta ce. “ By the inddle of next montl,” sad Mi. Vor ion 
S ith, “ 14,000 nin, partly reeruits, partly tiavicd rchels, wall 
sail tor India J hope this House will not cva,,et ue the dat ga 
because we send out those tioops. Lt 1s as a imcisurc of scomity 
alone that we doesprteh ther) Or To®in om pre as not n 
danga, and I hope Qat ima short time te mutiny will be eficc- 
tually suppressed by the force aheady a thit county” Re. 
fouing to the ontbical which had taken ploe at Delln, the Pres 
dent of the Bomd of Control stated, m reply to a question fom 
Mi. Dimach, that “everything that can be done 1s bemg done 
an India, and tioops have been alveady marched up to smiound 
what tha right honownble gentleman (Mi, Disrach) iw pleased 
to call the ancient capital of the Moguls, the city of DU” Then, 
Mr, Veinon Smith went on to show Ins mtimate knowlege of 
tho city of Delu, by saymg, “ Luckily, the outrage has taken 
placo thee, beewse it 18 notoious that Delhi may be easily 
suromnded.” Sauounded! “1 have no doubt,’ contmuecd the 
President of the Bomd of Contiol, * that 1t wall be rcduecd by forec 
immediately that a man of the well-known vigout of action of my 
gallant find, General Anson, who now co nmands the aimy of the 
Noith, appears before the walls of Delhi” Why, the Inge force 
whuch Gencial Angon was ablo to take with hin was somewhere 
about 2000 mon, if they had all auived. “TL 1s notortous,” said 
the President of the Board of Control, “ that Delhi may be casily 
surrounded, so that if we could not icduce the place by force we 
could by fame” Was there ever such wn instances of wile 
ignoranes ? Ma Vernon Snuth went on to say, audit my noble 
fiends opposite have the slightest idea that T am mustepescnting 
lum, I beg to rcfu them to the debale m tho Touse of Commons 
on the 29th of June, last Session,~-~‘ Unfortu sately, the nial left 
on the 18th ult, and I cannot theiclore apprise tho Tfouse that 
the fort of Delln has been razed to the ground; but I hope that by 
the noxt mail we shall reccive mtelligence that ample rctubution 
has by this tine been 11flieted on the mutmoers who occupy that 
ety.” Such was the emment foicsi,ht and knowledge displayed 
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by the Mimster cuiiusied wth ths conduct of Indian affairs! 
My Lords, when 1itelhgenee was tee syed in Tope of the femful 
calamitus which had oce ued 11 Udi, and of the occupation of 
Dellu by the Mogul, ut che fed the warmest 9} npathy on the pat 
of aluost evry Emopean state  Uily in July the Sultan, with- 
ont hesitation, upon the appl cation of Loid Stiatfoid de Redehiffe, 
gianted lus fixman for th: passage of Biitish troops across the 
Isthnins of Sacz, ‘he Pasha of Lgypt voluntaiuly, ad without 
any ayphiertion bemg made to him wrote to the agent of the 
Penmsular and Onenal Sverm Navigation Go pany, stating that 
ifthe Biitish Goyer nent wished, Unough thon ageney, to send 
troops ucioss his teritory to the Red Sea, he would afford sneh 
troops ery facil ty of transit, whether they were im or ont of um 
form, by hundieds o1 by thousands, wd thit they should have the 
use of us hoiscs, cminges, and the same means of conveyance as 
wf they wae his own troops, 1t 13 not, J beheve, vay genually 
known — though 1b 13 right at should be, as it as the nghest com- 
phment that could be paid to this cou tty, and shows how wade and 
genaal was the sympathy cuterlamed towards us by the most 
powerful monarchs 1m Lmope — that the Lmpero, of the Trench, of 
his own accord, mformed the Butish Government that if it world 
he any convenience to them to send the body of troops they were 
despatehing to India actos l'rance, they had his full and fice leave 
to traverse Ins teriitory, and thet every feility should be affaded 
for thew conveyance, Now, will t be belteved that the firman of 
the Sultan, the ofler of the Pasha, the promusc of the Emperor of 
the Lrcuch, were alike disiegardcd aud dceelmed, and that fiom 
that tune up to the Ist of Octobct no single soldier ever took 
advantage of the toute acioss the Isthinus? Et was snd, when st 
was determined that troops should be sent round by the Cape, and 
when a conaderable number were despatched by saling-vessels in 
preference to steamers, thit there would be difficulty with regmd 
to tanspo.t by ¢h. aveland cole wien the troops erived on the 
othcr side the fsthmus upon the shores of the Red Sea. It has 
been stated —I don’t know whetha truly o1 not, but I have not 
seen it contradicted — that, at the commencement of the onthenk, 
Loid Slphingtone, to wl om I should do injustice if I did not say 
that his exertions deserve the warmest acknowledgments—made an 
offer by telegraph to Loud Canning to send out a rapid steamer to 
catch the mail with the news of the nrutiny, and thet Lord Con- 
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nur g’s reply was, that such a step wis minceessary, and there was 
no hunny. Itay said, also, that Lord Mphinstone sol vitcearcd, 
Toad Canning theught fit, to se d steamers fion Bor hay to the 
Red Sca for the puipose of meeting any troops which the Buttish 
Government might despatch by that onte. B tt, more than this,— 
the Peninsular and Onsental Company * offered to the Government 
in July o1 August to make aangements for the passage of troops 
from Alevandiia across the Isthmus, by whitch they could have been 
tianspoited fiom ship to ship withm twanty fom hous, aud they 
offered the use of then steamers, which, they stated, were capable 
of canying 600 men at each trip, If troops had been conveyed hy 
tiat route across the Isthmus, they would have aiived at Bombay 
o. Caleutta in six o1 seven wecks, and, consequently, troops 
despatched fion this country at the cnd of June or the begmning 
of July would have icached India by the middle of August The 
Government, however, declined all these propositions. They 1¢ 
fused to avail the nselves of the offeis of the Sultan, of the Pasha, 
of the Emperor of the Trench, and of the Pommsular and Ouiental 
Company they iclicd upon ticn own means and icsomecs, and 
what happened? Aftc: a time, watters became more serious, and in 
the fast weck of Septembe., apphe it.on was made by the Goverment 
to the Dast India Directors, who had fiom the fist been anxious to 
forwaid troops by the overland ionte, to arrange with the Poninsula 
and Ouicntal Company the very baigam which a month before Ic 
Majesty’s Goveanment had dechned The Vast India Ducetors, 
mm coneeirt with the Wai Office and the illustrious Duke (the Duke 
of Cambridge), who, I am sue, was fiou the first anvious to pio- 
yide for the despatch of r¢eimfoicements, undcttook the minnge- 
mont. Really, my Loids, what I’an gomg to say sounds so 
incredible, that I hardly expect to be behcyed, but T ask to bo con- 
tiadieted by the Government if ticy ae able lo contiachet me; 
and should they do so, [ promise to bimg forward incontio. 
yeitible evidence fo prove wt Some cor siderable time alter the 
miangements to which I have icferied had been made, the u,ht 
hon gentleman the President of the Board of Contiol somewhat su- 
pused the agent of the Peninsular and Oniental Company by a letter, 
in whyeh he asked him if some plan could not be ananged by which 
troops could be sent to India by means of the steamcis of the Com- 


* This offer, it appears was made not by the Pemisnlar aid Ouiestal, but by 
he American and Europoa 1 Company 
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pany. Well, my Londs, the gentleman to whom the Ictta was ad 
dicsscd read it over, aud then exami dthe scal md serntin sed the 
signature to see if it could possibly be a hoax, but finding ith tat wis 
a genume production he wrote back to say’ “ You ask st it car he 
done, why, 1t 1s bemg done, and has been done for a considerable 
time, under the authonty of the Gove nment.” * Task your Loud 
shins if 1618 not meoncervable that the President of the Board of 
Contiol, himsclt a member of the Cabinet, should write and ask if 
it was possible to oiganise a scheme, having the most impo tant 
Deming on the business of his own department, when that schame 
had becn im fall operation for a considerable persod wider the 
sanction of the Government? You may well laugh, but T ask you 
if, with such instances, the countiy may not reasonably distiustebhe 
vigow, the intelligence, and the encigies of those by whom the 
cfforts of her gallant amy in the Last are dnected? Now, my 
Lords, if the advice of my noble fucud (Lod Tlenborough) had 
been adopted, the offers of the Pasha of Ugypt accepted, and troops 
sent through Egypt m the begmnmg of June, they mght have 
arnyed im Caleutla tonards the muddle of August; wh Ie, 1s it nas, 
the first 1cmforcement which did aruve im India, with the cvecption 
of the thaaps detiched f om Gh nanrd aamiall mmbe. frie fom 
the Mauritius, was pat of a icgiment which was sent out im the 
Golden Mecee,” a icmatkably quick slup, and which made the 
passa,e in the catraoidmary short space of 68 days, bat which did 
not aye until the latter end of October. Now, my lords, look 
to the encumstances of that gainison upon which the mtcicst of all 
as painfully { xed, look at the position of Tncknow and the position 
of the icheving force, and tell 1 ¢ wlat would} we bee. the effcet 
if those tioops which amived m Octobe had assed at the beg n+ 
ning, the middle, 01 even the latter cud of September If they hid 
so atived the movements of Sir If, Mavelock would have been pu- 
foctly safe aud sceuic, and not the shghtest ssk would have beon 
run by the gairisou of Lucknow, with all its liclpless women aud 
childien, of fallmg into the hands of thei bintal and baibmons 
cnemies ; but if, flom the delays of the Government im sending out 


* Tig passaguss prrited avitt wa delve ed but itis due to Mr Vernon Stuth 
to say that (io stalonont is positively demec on Jis pa t+ and § would son 
although made upon what appened incontoveitible ev deice to have onginited ‘2 
sos Mugapprehension, at present wholly mespheable, 11 the absence fiom Tngland 
of the gentleman 1efered to 
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troops, thet town should fll, upon ther w Il vest the gu It and the 
shane of such a feufal calamity. 1 hope, however, that the 
Govaument will not thi k thal because I have felt st ray duty 
ficdy to enthuse their enduet, thew overaght, and thor delays, 
tha IT and tiose who «ct with imc ale disz osed to give them one 
what less cord assistanec, and to devate ow encigics and evay 
means at ou comn and to cary out then views without the slightest 
diminution of the zeal we should have felt if we had been poifeetly 
satisfied of the ngom and capreaty of those by whom these means 
were lo be wiclded = ‘Tus as a ertsis wlcn the men in powe, who 
are happy cnough Lo enjoy the confidence of the Soveiuign aid the 
countty, aud ae responsible fn the ada mistration of altaus, must 
be supported by cvery nan who has the mteicst of lus connty 
warmly and cordially at heat At present, my Lords, the task 
before us 18 to reconquer an empue, and to that end om whole 
attention and cnergy must be duccted We must first r¢-establish 
om power, and then we may take 1ito consideration that most 
unpoitant subject a better orgamieation of om Indian empne. 
‘Thee as, however, connected with this subject, one punful cn 
cumstance 10 which I must allude We have all read, my Lords, 
m this counay, Jetals of those feaf+l aimes end inlimea 
butcherics, of bmbaiuties the naiaton of which, cven at this 
distance, caused the blood of cyery mm to curd c in hus yes and 
vs very flesh to quiver with mihgnation and abhonence, and, 
theicforc, I can well belicve sinec, as we know, ~ 
* Scegmiis nutant unos de usai per amem 


Quai que oculs su jocta ftdol bus et que 
Tpre shi tradit spectator 


Therefore I svy Lem well believe, that a we at this distaico me 
so moved, the men who have witnessed these seuncs of bloodshed— 
who, puhips, had amongst the victims those dcmest and most 
dependent upon them——- whose fechngs of manliness must have 
becn shockcd and hoinfied by the scenes that they witness, 
that those who came when the bloodshed and the muideyr was stll 
flesh m the shamble house of Gawnpor., and saw the iwutilated 
remains of women and children ton and mangled But, my 
Lords, 1 will not go on. That those who witnessed such seenes as 
these should be tiangpoited to a degiee of ficnay which partakes 
somewhat of the demomac character of those by whom those ducds 
were peipetrated; that coming fiesh to the scene, and secing 
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the dishonowed bodies of then countiywomen and then ch Idien, 
the most helpless and inoffunsuc of tici racer, they should ae 
mspned with a soit of tigu ihust for blood, is not woudcfal 
That thon prssions should evcced the possibility of contiol; that 
for the moment they shonld becorie as savage for yengeance as 
those upon whom vengeance Js abont so fem filly to fall—is not to 
be wondered at. And, my Jinds, vengeance, or ratha, Lwo ld 
aay, A ughtcous reti1sution, mast ful Pcavy wpon those who did 
those deeds Tor the good of soeic.y, for the ymulication of cvuy 
sound and Lightoous Li ay ly for tw Suuitity of yor owls rid, 
for the restoration of the prepondciance of yom own powa, you 
must exact a stun and severe account, Lor those who mmply 
leserted thea coloms fiom fem, or whatever amy be the excuse, 
thee may be a mmo: pumshment. But for those who fought 
agaist us, or who traitorously jomed the ranks of ow opponents, 
whether soldias o1 not,—for thom, if taki nina us agamst us, there 
1s but onc ughteous penalty, and that 1s deati. But for those 
musercanis, who popelrated upon tie bodics of om women amd 
childien atiocitics and howois over which human natuie sickens, 
and the veil of deceney must be d wn, who hive been , wally of 
unimaginable atiocities agamst human nituic, for them death is 
foo shght a punishment. What yumyhment, what toro can 
death imfict upon them, when a min about to be blown fiom a 
caunon’s inouth, beheving that a slot and sudden death would 
put ai ond to Ins suffermgs, tells you that he dics 1 yoicing m 
thu, that with his own hand he slaughtered thice or fom of yom 
eountiymen and countiywomen?, Lor such mon death.is no 
punishment. ‘They should have the heavier doom inflicted upon 
them of protracted life, of life with the brand of Cam upon tl en 
jnow, denoting thou offence, lest any man slay Lhem, Severo, 
degrading, panfal corporal punishme t should he then lot. LHopo- 
less, constant slavery should be then fate Coucenned to the 
most degiading occupat.ons, be they Beahuuns of the nghest este 
they should be the sfaves of the lowest pariah; and in chains and 
m hopeless bondage they should diog out an oxistence to which 
death itself would be a rehef they should vamly pray io, a tenor 
to those who may be tempted to shaic in then guilt, an olyject of 
contemptuous execration to thoso whose feclngs in the tendercst 
pomts they have outraged I hope in what I have sad I have 
shown no desire of vengeance for ver geance sake, I desire stein 
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and ictubutive yustice for the sake of justice, and in 01 de to miles 
for the futuic a salutmy terior on those who me disposed to rebel 
But that which I do desi ¢ should Ic controlled by every moral 
peisnasion possi dls, 1s a fecling of hostihty «wd hatted on the pat 
of the Luropea population so widely spicad as to extend to the 
whole native poptation That the soldiers im the captme of 
Delhi, m the heat of the assault, and in the first flush of suecessful 
yengeanec, may have sacuticed some mmocent hives, ws not to be 
too hashly blamcd; but I have seen Ictters which would favour 
the nahon that every man with a white fice may treat evmy 
man with a black face as his enemy, to be shot down without 
plovocation o1 upor the slightest provocation, That is a spit which 
cannot be allowed to prevar. It must be icstramed, if not by the 
puneiples of Chiustuanity, by those of sound policy. If such a 
state of thugs co timucs, away with all idea of ever 1ulmg India 
otheiwise than by force of arms, You must convince the native 
much moic than he as yet convinced of you unconquerable and 
indisputable supeioity. You must show him, and make him feel, 
that Hngland is hs master; but having done so, you must make 
him fcel also that Lnghshmen, notwithstanding all that ]as hap- 
pened, notwithstarding the ingratitude that has been displayed 
towards them, and the provocation they have ieccyed, retam then 
dominion ove the country, not for love of dommuon, but for his 
own bencht, IIc must be your servant, but you must be Ins 
Lenefactor You vill probably have to govern India more or less 
by the sword dung the hives of every one now present; bat you 
must not hope to govern by the sword alone, without the moral 
influence that shculd accompany you. government. One woid 
moic, and will quit this nost anpoitant sub ect, into which I 
have beer led at greata length than I anticipated. My noble 
frond adveited to the paa,aph m the Speech which, m mys- 
terious tums, states that the affans of Ie Majesty’s Last Indian do- 
muntons will rcqun 3 the serous attention of Parhament, and that Uer 
Majesty recommends them (o its emnest attention. This paragraph 
vary mean n great deal or nothmg at all; and, havmg listened to 
the speech of my noble frond, I have not been much enlightened 
as to the vicws of the Government on this-subject No doubt 
some one of Ifer Majesty’s Ministers will addicss the House m the 
cowse of this debato, and I shall have the opportumty of 1ecciving 
fiom him a distinct explanation of the meaning of that passage in 
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the Queen’s Speech, and of leanmg whethe: we are to mfer that 
the Muiusteis contemplate bmgmg forward in this Session any 
measure whatever with respect to the I dian Government —TI mean, 
any measme with respect to the const tution and form of govern. 
ment; o1 whether it 1s intended simply to call attention by way of 
committees of mquiry to the state of affaus 11 India I hope, if 
the Goveanmeut mea legislation at all, they mean to legislate on 
then own responsibility. In 1852 I moved for the appointment of 
a Committee to unquuc into the then state of affans m Indi, in 
connexion with the subject of the renewal of the List India Com 
pany’s Charter. That Commuttce continued to sit during the shout 
Session of 1852, it nct again in 1853, bunt ats dehiboaations wae 
then cut shoit by an act of the Goyein nent which suceccded amie 
They then proceeded to legislate on India, notwithstanding the 1e+ 
monstiances of a noble relative of mine in the othe: House 
Having, passed the Act, the Governmer t still thought i necessary 
to contmuc the inguny. It ecitamly seems to me that the more 
natural comse would have been to contmue the mquny fist ond 
pass an Act afterwards, But the Goveinment of that day did not 
think so. They did, howeve, coutmuc the inquuy, and the result 
was to get a body of information on al the snbjects on wh ch the 
Government of 1852 thought it necessmy to obtain it Informa- 
tion of the fullest kind, and to the mcst ample catent, as in the 
cease of the Bank Charter, so also in tlat of India, is now in the 
possession of the Government. ‘They } ave, at all events, all which 
is necessmy to ennble them to decide whether the present double 
Government shall contmue, or whether an alteration shull be made 
in the formation of that Goveinment. But Ido tiust, that if it is 
intended that this subject should form pat of the dchbaations of 
Parhament, 1t may form part of those dcbeiations upon the re 
sponsibility of the Goscrnment It has been minnated to us that 
the affaus of India would oceupy ow attention dming the present 
Session I veutuie to say, iny Gords, that the affairs of Tudiay—if 
by that 1s meant the whole legislation for India and the oigamsa- 
tion of that empne,—will occupy the attention of Parhament and 
the Government of the timc, not only for the present Session, but 
for the hfe of the youngest man amongst us. They must fom, 
fiom this day forth, a subject of the most scious and decpest in- 
test, of constant and nneeasing anxiety, 10 which puble atten- 
tion will umemittingly be tuned. There 1s oly one other sub- 
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ject to which my noble fiend adveited, on which I think it neecs. 
saty to say a word, and on which T hopo I shall not be msunda- 
stood. [1c says hat it13 the duty of the Goveanment, by all mcans 
m then powet, to pronote the spread of Chr stiamty im Inde, 
No ian ean be 1 tore desitous than I that the blessings of Chist- 
iamtty slould be diftuscd as widely es possible, and that its doctuncs 
should be brougt t te exereise a wholesome milucnee on minds so 
debascd, depraved, and tguorant as the population of India are at 
present But the more that 1s my desire, the more I deprecate the 
unterfurcnee of Government, If you mtcnd to place an insuperable 
bani or between the Government and the population, you have scen 
m the mattar of the grewced eatidgcs with what inflammable 
matenials you ae dealing, and if you mean to render the mamte- 
nance of yom ine im India mpossible except by the sword, you 
will extdenvour to convert the natives to Chustiamty by the mfluence 
and authomty of Goverment I do not mean to say that yon 
should put the shyghtest check m the way of missionary enter: prise 
m Incha, 1 doubt whether those efforts are hkely to be very 
successful, but 1 do not find that they have provoked the shghtest 
hostility to the Government, or that the presence of missionaries as 
plate missionmicd had exercised the least unfavomable milucnec 
upon the minds of the natives Give to the muissionaucs who arc 
sent out to India all protection, it protection they requue, bet, 
whatever you do m the administration of your government, show 
that the Goveimment stands aloof as between the two religions, and 
will exercise neither foree noi influence to sceme the conversion of 
one angle IIindoo We cannot now, we shall not for years, be 
able to trust cither Mahommcedans o1 Tlindoos to the dugice m 
which we have ti isicd them, and desired to trust them, We me 
bound not to pay homage to theit slavish superstitions, nor to 
conecal om peiscnal attachment to Chustiantty We ac bound 
to show in oui conduct the supenoity of our faith to thens But 
we me Youn, also, to abstam in the most careful mannur from 
any the slghtes! stuference, by foree o1 authority, with then 
religion 01 supesstition, “however base, degiading, and levoltiug, 
we may consider it, God mospear the work of the missionaies 
mInda — Bat fit 1s to prosper at all, 1 must prosper, notwith- 
standing the apparent mdiffuence to its progicss which must be 
manifested by Goverment. Goverment patronage to missionary 
effort will bo ani npedunent, and a most serious one, to tls suecess, 
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There 1s only one other subject to which I necd advert—I meun, 
of eomse, the long-delayed subject of Puhamentay Reform, which 
18 intioduced im Ter Majesty’s Speech 11 teams of gical moderation, 
and which was touched on with still gicatca moderaton by my 
noble fiend. Indced, on this subject he 10a) lke any suchiig, 
dove.” The new measme of Reform is, according to my noble 
frend, merely to coricet some tufling dcfcets or blonnshes m the 
Reform Act, to which that, bke all othe: human laws, is subject 
If the new measme is to do anythmg more than that, my nol Je 
fuend knows nothing of it, and is not answer ble for it Mad 
known it, nothing would have mduced him to move the Addicss 
to-night, Well, my Loids, be the proposed alterations of the 
Reform Act Imac or small, Isay for myself, and for those with 
whom I have the honow of actmg, we ate acidy, if 11 the yudg 
ment of the Government this is a coniement md suitable time for 
mtiroducmg a measmc of Reform, to give rt the most dchberate, am- 
partial, and dispassionate consideration. If it remove blemishes 11 
our present system, so much the better Pa be 16 fon me to 
contend that our system of Parhamentary repescntation, as it 
stands, is fice from blemishes If 2t mtroduce improvements, we 
will snppat the aby all the neans mam pawn, Rit they must 
be what we think impovements, Itis, however, advisable that 
the Mamstus should give Pahament some reasonabk time to 
dake into eonsidiation the proposed measme of Retorm, beat 
moie or Jess eatensive. The Bill as been prommed for the 
Jast two yems, and, but for peonha  cacnnslancis, wonld 
have ben biought foiwmd kest yom. 1 must, therefore, bo 
diawn, ‘That it as diawn, I cannot have the shyghtist doubt. 
T have not the least doubt, therefor, that the Govanment mo 
prepared at once to icdecm the promise held out im the Speoch 
fiom the 'thone None of yow Loidships ean imayme for a 
moment that the Govunment have been dealmg so unfurly with 
Hail ament and the country, as for two ye us to have been dgughng 
before our eyes the prospect of a Bill which 1s not im oustence 
am sue the Bill is iady, and when xt “comes before us wo shall 
havo to dewl with 1) as the qm and cclibeiite expression of the 
opmion of Mimstas (Ifem, hem, fiom Lord Granvinin.) Bung 
the work of a umted Cabmet, and, as I have smd, ready Lo be lad 
befae Pahament (lord Granvinie dissented), I do hope the 
Government will lose no time in producing xt. Independent 
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the omticular busmess for which we have been called together at the 
present time, some advantage will have been gamed by this shoit 
Session before Chiistmas, 1f* the Government take the opportunity 
which it affords cf laying before us—not with the view of pro- 
ceeding at once to sts discussion—the measue of Pahamentary 
Reform which they have announced, so that all puties, roth those 
who would prefer a small measme, and those who desuc an cx- 
tensive one, may sce how far the views of Mimstas comeide with 
then oun, nd may he able di img the iceess to cans’ le what 
couse they ought to pursue when Pathament 1e-assembles in 
Telauay We stall then be in a condition to take the Bill mto 
consideration caly in the Session, and to express om opi uons 
upon it. I hope therefoc, that if the Goveinment do ically 
mean to bimg foiwad a measme of the kimd indicated m 
the Speech fiom the Thione, thry will give such notice as 
will enable Pahanent to come dehbeately to the discussion 
of a question which 1s of much or little importance according 
to the mannei inv hich they propose to deal with at — Although 
my Lords, I have thought 1t my duty, I fcar at unusual length, to 
offe. some comments upon the Specch fiom the Thione, and to ask 
some questions 1¢lative to two o1 thice of the pots with which xt 
deals, yet I am happy to say, that I do not find in the language of 
it anythmg callmg fo. amendment on om pat. The Speceh docs 
not require us to express any opmion upon the umpoitant questions 
to which 1t adverts, 14 merely indicates some of the topics which 
must come under the consideation of Parlament im the present 
Session, and the language m which it 1s couclicd does not scem to 
iendei it necessary for us lo offer any opposition to the Govein- 
ment upon this occasion One woid more and I have done As J 
understand it, the Government wish that we should confine our. 
selves in the meantime to the special subject which has led to the 
picsent meeting of Parliament, and in these circumstances T have 
no hesitation in saymg, not only for myself, but also fo. those who 
act ww me, that we shall be ready to give every facility for the 
despatch of public business, so as to enable the Government to 
adjowun Parhament at the earhest possible moment, 
alte ye 
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